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Public Health Emergency Preparedness 
Article by: Kevin Pannell, Henrico HD Emergency Planner 

The Henrico County Health Department’s Emergency 

Preparedness (HCHD-EP) program is responsible for public 

health disaster planning for Henrico County and is primarily 

comprised of the Public Health Emergency Planner, District 

Epidemiologist, and Henrico Medical Reserve Corps 

(HMRC) Coordinator.   

In addition to coordination of HCHD-EP public health 

activities in Henrico County, the Emergency Planner 

represents the health department on the Local Emergency 

Planning Committee (LEPC), coordinates local public health 

planning with regional and state plans, and is ready to 

deploy to other geographic areas in the state to assist with 

public health response as needed. 

The District Epidemiologist, or Epi, coordinates the 

response to outbreak investigations, consults with 

community partners regarding communicable diseases, risk 

factors, and methods of disease control.  The Epi also 

analyzes reportable disease data and prepares reports that 

include recommendations for treatment and/or guidance on 

disease surveillance efforts.  The HMRC Coordinator 

recruits, trains, and deploys a team of volunteers to 

augment the public health response to both emergency and 

non-emergency public health events in Henrico County.  In 

addition to the primary HCHD-EP personnel, HCHD nursing 

staff, environmental health specialists, and other HCHD staff 

regularly participate in emergency preparedness training, 

exercises, and public health response.   

Examples of public health emergencies and responses 

include providing vaccine during pandemic flu outbreaks 

(i.e., 2009 H1N1 or avian flu), providing guidance on 

prophylaxis to be given in the event of a chemical or 

biological terrorist attack (e.g., anthrax or sarin gas), and by 

providing public health nursing support in Henrico County 

emergency shelters. For more information about the HCHD-

EP program activities or public health emergency 

preparedness in general, please visit our website at 

http://www.co.henrico.va.us/departments/health/epr/ or 

contact us at 501.7250.

 
General Preparedness Reminder 

1) Get a Kit Having a disaster supply kit is 
essential to making it through a 
disaster safely. Make sure to have 
supplies on hand to last each person 
in your family at least three days 
(see page 2).  

 

  
2) Make a Plan 

 

It is vital that you have a plan to 
protect you and your family in the 
event of a disaster. 

  
3) Stay Informed 

 

Before, during and after a disaster, it 
is critical that you listen for the most 
local, up-to-date information from 
emergency officials. 

  
Serving as a volunteer in such 
organizations as the HMRC or 
Henrico County Community 
Emergency Response Team 
(HCCERT) before, during, and after 
a disaster is not only personally 
fulfilling, but with your help Henrico 
County will be better prepared to 
support its residents in their greatest 
time of need. 

4) Get Involved 

 

Further Resources: 

HCHD Emergency Preparedness – Personal Preparedness 

Henrico Emergency Management – Be Ready Henrico 

Virginia Department of Emergency Management – Disaster 
Preparedness 

 
Select Cases of Reportable Diseases – August 2010 

Case Type # Investigations 
Rabies exposure  28 

Rapidly reportables (Measles, Hepatitis A, 
Invasive Group A Strep, etc.) 

0 

GI Illnesses (Salmonellosis, Giardiasis, 
Campylobacteriosis, etc.) 

19 

Vectorborne (Lyme, Malaria, Rocky 
Mountain Spotted Fever, etc.) 

9 

Tuberculosis (TB) 11 

*List is not comprehensive of all reportable diseases investigated by 
Henrico County Health Department personnel.  Contact us for more 
information at 804.501.4522. 
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