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Bird Identification Guide 

for West Nile Virus  
Collection and Testing 

Birds of Prey:  
Hawks, Falcons  
& Owls 

Blue Jay 

Crow 

WEB SITES____________________________
Virginia Department of Health 
www.vdh.state.va.us 
 
Virginia Mosquito Control Association 
www.mosquito-va.org/index.html 
 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
www.cdc.gov 
 
EPA Pesticides & Mosquito Control 
www.epa.gov/pesticides/ 
 
County of Henrico 
www.co.henrico.va.us 
Click on the West Nile virus link 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT: 
Standing Water or Mosquito Concerns    
   contact 
The West Nile Virus Information Line 

Why do enrico 
County birds for 
the West Nile virus? 
Certain birds can be good 

indicators for determining areas 

that have West Nile virus-carrying 

mosquitoes.  

When a bird tests positive at the 

Virginia DCLS lab, we trap 

mosquitoes in the area to determine 

if they also carry the virus.   

If positive mosquitoes are found, 

the county notifies residents near 

the affected area.   
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Bird collection is based on the following  
criteria: 
 
1.   Bird must be a crow, blue jay or raptor 
 
Bird must be dead less than 24 hours and 

eaten by insects 
Bird must not show any signs of t

(killed by an animal, vehicle or acciden
 

(804) 226-NILE (6453)  A special notice is sent describing 

the risk of contracting West Nile 

virus, reducing your risk, avoiding 

mosquito bites, mosquito-proofing 

your home, and helping out in your 

community. 

The best way to control mosquitoes 

is to eliminate any standing water 

around your home and community. 

Additional information  is available 

upon request. 
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